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Sport 
England –
New 
Strategy – 5 
priority 
areas 

Recover & Reinvent

Connecting with Health & Wellbeing

Positive experiences with Children & 
Young People

Active Environments

Connecting Communities. 



Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Return to Play – Small Grants 

• Funding of between £300 and £10,000 from a 
total pot of £15 million, to help sport and activity 
groups, clubs and organisations respond to 
the immediate challenges of returning to 
play in a coronavirus-safe way.

• It seeks to help support sport and physical 
activity groups, clubs and organisations in 
responding to the immediate challenges of 
returning to play in a Covid-safe manner.

• This could include contributing to covering the 
costs incurred by having to deliver activity 
in smaller groups than normal, or having the 
correct hygiene and safety equipment.

• Funding could be used for minor amendments 
to facilities, additional sports equipment, 
signage, sanitation and training courses to 
help you deliver your activities safely.



Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Return to Play – Small Grants (Continued)

• Applications should be focused on returning people to previously run 
activity, or enabling previous projects to adapt to resume delivery, when 
that's possible. At this time they are not looking to support new projects or 
start-ups.

• Applications should be focused on the key funding priorities below.

• Highest priority.

• Projects located in areas of high deprivation (decile 1-3 of the Indices of 
Deprivation). To see which decile your project location fits into, you can use 
this postcode checker.

• Other funding priorities

• Organisations working with Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities, people 
on lower incomes, disabled people, people with long-term health conditions and 
people experiencing a greater burden of care because of coronavirus.

• Organisations that don't have a significant level of reserve funding available.

• Organisations based in Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 1-5 can now 
seek support towards ongoing running costs - for example rent, utilities and 
insurance. This is capped at a maximum of £3,000 and will only be 
considered with an eligible funding request. We won't solely support only 
running costs. Please see more details in the 'what we can fund' section.

• They won’t be able to fund Football only projects. Consider Football 
Foundation funding. 

http://imd-by-postcode.opendatacommunities.org/imd/2019
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-small-grants#whoandwhatwellfund-10790


Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Crowdfunding – Active Together

• Since May 2020, Sport England have been running 
a successful crowdfunding initiative called Active 
Together, helping sports clubs and other 
organisations to set up and run their own 
crowdfunding campaigns to help sustain 
themselves through the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
crisis.

• To date, they have  supported campaigns with a 
financial pledge towards their target fundraising 
amount, but in addition to this, they have been 
providing:

• free 1-2-1 coaching by experts

• advice and guidance on campaign 
improvements

• access to free online courses

• free 30-minute webinars, monthly.

https://www.sportengland.org/news/%C2%A31-million-crowdfunding-support-clubs-and-organisation


Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Crowdfunding – Active Together 
(Continued)

• This funding option is about supporting local clubs and organisations
through the coronavirus crisis and with the return to play.

• This may be the implementation of changes needed to ensure you’re 
adhering to the latest government guidelines around social distancing, it 
may be the need for additional coaching, facility hire or the purchasing 
of personal protective equipment to make sure everyone who takes part 
in activity at your venue is safe.

• It could be that a loss of income has severely impacted your ability 
to survive, or the need to undertake essential maintenance of your 
facilities that are now not possible due to the crisis.

• Campaigns typically run for 28 days but take a few weeks to create 
– so about six weeks in total.

• Applications to Active Together are done through the Crowdfunder site 
and will take minutes to complete and submit.

• Once received, their decision on whether they support your campaign or 
not will be made within a couple of days, leaving you to focus on 
running your campaign.

• Whilst they can’t fund every campaign they see, those that make a 
good case, include a video and have engaging rewards that’ll 
incentivise a crowd wider than just an existing membership, will 
usually succeed. There are lots of examples on the website



Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Return to Play – Community Asset Fund 

• The Return to Play: Community Asset Fund is for new applications focused 
solely on helping support clubs and community groups through the 
ongoing coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic to return to play.

• It's designed to provide capital funding, predominantly from the National 
Lottery, to help local sports clubs and organisations to adapt and open 
important places and spaces so people within their community can 
return to play and physical activity, safely. The focus is on responding to the 
immediate challenges of sports and physical activity returning to play.

• There are some important changes to how this funding will operate, 
compared to how their pre-coronavirus Community Asset Fund operated. 
These are:

• Your project must be about addressing the challenges you're now 
facing because of coronavirus and linked to enabling people to return 
to play. Currently, they will not be funding general capital works such 
as improvements to clubhouses, courts, nets etc.

• The minimum level of funding available is £10,001 - for anything less 
than this, please see their Return to Play: Small Grants fund.

• The maximum level of funding available is £50,000 - this is to ensure 
they can fund more clubs and groups.

https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/small-grants-return-play


Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England

Return to Play – Community Asset Fund (Cont.)

• Highest priority for investment

• Projects located in areas of high deprivation, including rural areas 
(decile 1-3 of the Indices of Multiple Deprivation). To see which 
decile your project location fits into, you can use this postcode 
checker. Projects not delivering within IMD 1-3 should consider the 
crowdfunding initiative Return to Play: Active Together.

• Other funding priorities

• Organisations working with Black, Asian and minority ethnic 
communities, people on lower incomes, disabled people, people 
with long-term health conditions and people experiencing a greater 
burden of care because of coronavirus.

• Organisations that don't have a significant level of reserve funding 
available to utilise.

• They won't be able to fund football-only projects. Consider the 
Football Foundation. 

• Security of tenure needs to be considered for applications of £25K 
of more.

• Demand for funding has and continues to be very high. 

http://imd-by-postcode.opendatacommunities.org/imd/2019
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/return-play-active-together


Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Strategic facilities Fund

• Their Strategic Facilities Fund is designed to support the 
sector to invest strategically so it delivers the outcomes 
essential to local communities.

• This programme is not open via an application process. 
They work with local authorities and their expert partners 
to ensure the right major capital projects are in the right 
places to support their strategic outcomes.

• The key objectives of the fund are:

• To encourage the market to be clear about the purpose of their 
investment, encouraging development of sustainable 
environments capable of supporting service delivery that 
delivers against local outcomes

• To encourage the market to work collaboratively (cross-sector 
and boundaries) using research to determine local outcomes, 
target audience and the behaviour change needed to achieve 
the outcomes

• To attract capital investment into local facilities, providing 
new opportunities to encourage people to live healthier and 
more active lifestyles.



Available 
Funding 
Streams –
Sport 
England 

Strategic facilities Fund (Cont.)

• The key objectives of the fund are:

• To encourage the market to be clear about the purpose of their 
investment, encouraging development of sustainable environments 
capable of supporting service delivery that delivers against local 
outcomes

• To encourage the market to work collaboratively (cross-sector and 
boundaries) using research to determine local outcomes, target 
audience and the behaviour change needed to achieve the outcomes

• To attract capital investment into local facilities, providing new 
opportunities to encourage people to live healthier and more active 
lifestyles.

• Anticipated size of bids: Grants of between £500,000 and £2 million 
can be considered for a standalone project, or as a contribution to 
a strategic plan that includes more than one project

• Who they want to work with: Local authorities that are actively 
developing a strategic vision for their area through cross-sector 
collaboration, customer insight and identifying local priorities 
(although the applicant body may be a different organisation)

• Fund goal: To support the sector to invest strategically in facilities to 
deliver local outcomes essential to local communities.



SE Funding 
Options 
through 
Active 
Partnerships 

Tackling Inequalities Fund 
Supporting community organisations to deliver  Sport/Physical 
Activity to certain target audiences 

• Ethnically Diverse Communities

• Long-Term Health Conditions

• People with a disability

• Lower social economic backgrounds

Small amounts of money (typically £500- £2000) to get activity 
underway for an initial period of 6 months. 

Keen to support non-traditional sporting organisations who work with and 
support priority audiences.

Informal and easy to access fund with quick turnaround times. 



SE Funding 
Options 
through 
Active 
Partnership
s (Cont.)

Children and Young people Funding

• National funding pot that historically has supported 
the delivery of:

- School Sport Festivals.

- Development of sport and physical activity 
programmes/school/club/community based providing 
weekly physical activity opportunities for the 
physically inactive aged 14-25.

- Use of Primary Premium Funding 

Sport England now providing much greater Flexibility 
to Active Partnerships to spend the funding in the most 
appropriate way to support sustainable physical 
activity opportunities in their area – many will be 
developing new strategies for investment – a good time to 
talk to them if you work with Children and Young People. 



How do you 
apply ?

Return to Play:

Small Grants – online application – registration via email and portal 
access via 
https://myapplications.sportengland.org/applicationportal/Registration/
OrganisationDetails.aspx

Community Asset Fund – online application – registration via email 
and portal access via 
https://sportenglandcaf.microsoftcrmportals.com/

Active Together – online registration and preparation of page. 
Accessed via https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/start-crowdfunding

Strategic Facilities – Solicited application process. Early discussions 
required with Sport England recommended. Will normally involve 
consultant input and support. They will guide from there onwards. 

Tackling Inequalities Fund – administered through the Active 
Partnership and some other national partners. Speak to your Active 
Partnership in the first instance – They may require a small 
application form completing but each area is different. 

Children and Young People – Speak to your Active Partnership. 
They will be developing their own plans and strategies for how this is 
spent.  

If you have issues regarding accessing on-line application 
portals please speak directly to Sport England

https://myapplications.sportengland.org/applicationportal/Registration/OrganisationDetails.aspx
https://sportenglandcaf.microsoftcrmportals.com/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/start-crowdfunding


Other things 
to consider

The majority of funding is sourced from the 
national lottery.

Applicants need to demonstrate that they are 
eligible to receive this funding. This will 
involve sharing:

• Governance documents.

• Bank statements.

• Financial Accounts.

• Key policies; e.g Safeguarding; Equality & 
Diversity.

Monitoring and Evaluation will be a condition 
and involve six monthly reporting.  

On the Community Asset Funding Security of 
Tenure is important on applications exceeding 
£25K. 



Support 
Available

Sport England can be contacted via email and 
phone and have a supportive team that can 
help answer your questions

0345 8508 508

funding@sportengland.org

Speak to your local Active Partnership. They 
will be more than happy to help and support you 
with your applications. 

My contact Details

Graham Simpson, Business & Projects Manager, 
team BEDS&LUTON – The Active Partnership for 
Bedfordshire.

Email: graham@teambedsandluton.co.uk

mailto:funding@sportengland.org
mailto:graham@teambedsandluton.co.uk

