
EU Settlement Scheme

& what Brexit means for 

housing and benefits



What is the EU Settlement 

Scheme?
• The EU Settlement Scheme is an application scheme 

that was designed to enable citizens to continue to live, 

work, and study in the UK

• The EU Settlement Scheme is free

• The deadline for applying is 30 June 2021 (for those 

resident here by 31 December 2020)

• Joining family members *see slide 5 for more information

• if you don’t apply under the Settlement Scheme, you 

could become unlawfully resident in the UK, resulting in 

an inability to rent, work, or claim public funds



Who can apply? 

• It is EEA and Swiss citizens and their family members 

can apply to the EUSS to continue living in the UK after 

30 June 2021

• If successful, they will be granted either settled or pre-

settled Status depending on the length of time they have 

been living in the UK. 

• With either settled or Pre-Settled Status, they will be able 

to continue living and working in the UK after 30 June 

2021



Who needs to apply to the EU 

Settlement Scheme? 

An individual will need to apply if they:

• were born in the UK but are not a British citizen 

• have a ‘permanent residence document’ issued by the UK

• are an EEA or Swiss citizen with a British citizen family member

• are a family member of an EEA or Swiss citizen and the EEA or 

Swiss citizen does not need to apply 

• are not an EEA frontier worker, but their family member is



Who else can apply? Joining family members

• Eligible close family members, who were living overseas at the end of the transition 

period, have the right to join their EEA or Swiss citizen family member in the UK and 

apply to the EUSS at any point in the future, provided that:

• the EU, EEA or Swiss citizen was living in the UK by 31 December 2020 and (where 

the joining family member is applying from 1 July 2021) has successfully applied to 

the scheme, and 

• their relationship existed by 31 December 2020 (except in the case of children who 

are born or adopted after 31 December 2020) and continues to exist at the time that 

family member seeks to come to the UK. 

• ‘Close family members’ means a spouse or civil partner, durable partner, dependent 

parent or child, including one born or adopted after 31 December 2020. Close family 

members may be from an EU or EEA member state or Switzerland or from anywhere 

else in the world.

• For more information, visit: https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/join-

EU-EEA-Swiss-family-member



Who doesn’t need to apply but can if they 

wish?

Some citizens do not need to apply to the EUSS but can should they wish, they are:

• Irish Citizens - For the purpose of the rules, an Irish citizen is a person who is classed 

as such under Irish law

• EEA and Swiss citizens and family members with ILE/ILR can apply to swap their 

existing leave with EUSS leave which offers additional benefits such as family 

reunification

Indefinite leave to enter the UK (ILE) -an immigration status granted to a person who 

does not hold the right of abode in the United Kingdom (UK), but will be admitted to the 

UK without any time limit on his or her stay and who is free to take up employment or 

study.

Indefinite leave to remain the UK (ILR) -is granted to a person who does not hold the 

right of abode in the United Kingdom (UK), but who has been admitted to the UK without 

any time limit on his or her stay and who is free to take up employment or study.



Who cannot apply?

An individual cannot apply if they are:

• A British citizen (including those with ‘dual citizenship’)

• People who are exempt from Immigration control e.g. 

diplomats

Whilst British Citizens (BC) from Northern Ireland cannot 

apply, they can sponsor EUSS applications. Family 

members of a BC from Northern Ireland are able to apply.

Those who are exempt from Immigration control can apply 

if they remain eligible once they are no longer exempt



Types of status: Pre Settled Status

If you do not have 5 years’ continuous 

residence, you will usually be granted 

pre-settled status

You must have started living in the UK by 

31 December 2020

Once you have then reached 5 years’ 

continuous residence you can then apply 

for settled status

You can apply for settled status as soon 

as you meet the eligibility requirements, 

you do not need to wait until the expiry of 

your pre-settled status

Anyone who is granted pre-settled 

status has the same rights as they 

do now to:

• Work in the UK

• Use the NHS

• Enrol in education or continue 

studying

• Access if eligible to public 

funds for example benefits and 

pensions

• Travel in and out of the UK



Types of status: Settled Status

An individual will usually be 

granted settled status if they 

have lived in the UK for a 

continuous 5-year period 

(known as a ‘5 year 

continuous qualifying 

period’)

Anyone who is granted settled status can:

• Remain in the UK indefinitely

• Travel in and out of the UK and leave 

the UK for up to 5 continuous years 

without losing status

• Work in the UK

• Use the NHS

• Apply for British Citizenship, if they 

meet the criteria

• Enrol in education or continue studying

• Access (if eligible) to public funds, for 

example benefits and pension



Refusals

If the application is refused 

• An email will be sent with the reasons for refusal set out

• Rights of Appeal are now provided on all EUSS refusals for 

applications received from 11pm on the 31 January 2020.  

Applications received prior to 11pm on the 31 January 2020 which 

are refused will not attract a right of appeal although the applicant 

can apply for an administrative review of the decision within 28 days 

of the date of decision (if they are in detention this is only 7 days)

You can apply again any time before the 30th June 2021, if you were 

living in the UK by 31 December 2020



Advice Providers offering free advice 

• Citizen Advice Bureau open Mon-Fri 9am - 4.00pm tel 01472 252516 or 

0800 144 8848 or email info@advicenel.org.uk

• Where to find key delivery partners offering immigration advice to this group 

that are funded by the Home Office across the UK:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-community-

support-for-vulnerable-citizens/list-of-organisations

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-settlement-scheme-community-support-for-vulnerable-citizens/list-of-organisations


Why does the EU Settlement Scheme 

matter to Local Authorities?

Families with children or vulnerable adults who have not applied may 

present to the LA

Specific Responsibilities on LA’s

• Children’s Social Care must have ensured that all children in their 

care have been assisted to apply to the scheme.  This includes:

• Leaving care

• Section 20

• Placement order

• Adoption order



Why does it matter to landlords? 

Hull City Council Example

• 1500+ EEA National tenants and 600+ register applicants 

• Generate around £6m of rental income per annum 

• If 10% don’t apply, £600k rent loss per annum, with additional 

costing on evictions 

• Increase in evictions

• Increase in void rent loss

• Increase in void turnover

• It’s just the right thing to do!



Learning - What can Landlords/LA’s do?

The majority of EEA Nationals have now successfully applied, but there is still work to do!

Customer need to share their status with public sector bodies

Why is sharing the status important?

• Because all public sector bodies will need to know the person can access public funds, otherwise 

access to services or benefits may stop

Who does it need to be shared with?

• Housing Benefits and Council Tax Support

• DWP (UC, JSA, ESA, IS, Pension Credit, State Pension, Carers Allowance)

• GP surgery so there is a record on being able to access other healthcare

• HMRC (who administer tax credits and child benefit)



Learning - What can Landlords/LA’s do?

Providing information to customers to know how to share their status

How to ‘View and prove’ your EUSS status

Go to https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status

Click ‘start now’ (green button at the bottom of the page)

Follow the instructions. You will need:

ID you applied with (passport / ID card etc), and

Your phone number or email address (the one you used to apply to EU settlement scheme). 

When you see the page with your photo, scroll to the bottom and click ‘prove my status’

Select the reason you need to prove your status (eg: work / benefits / housing etc), and click continue.

Scroll down and click ‘continue’. It will give you a code. Show this code to your employer / housing officer / benefits 

adviser etc. 

Use this website to: 

view your settled or pre-settled status

get a share code to prove your status to others, for example employers

update your personal details, for example your passport number or email address

check what rights you have in the UK, for example the right to work or claim benefits

https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status


Learning - What can Landlords/LA’s do?

Verifiying immigration status as a landlord

1.To check someone’s status, you need to ask them to obtain a Share Code for ‘housing’ and to give 

you their DOB.  

2.If a customer wants to view their own status, they need to go to this 

website: https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status

They will be prompted to enter the details of the identity card they used to apply, their DOB and will 

need access to the mobile phone number or email address they used to apply as they will be sent a 

code to log on. They will then need to scroll to the bottom of the page and click 'prove my status to 

someone'. Select the reason they need to prove their status, e.g. work / benefits / housing and click 

continue. Then, if they scroll down and click continue, it will give them the code.  They need to give 

you this code.

3.To check someone's status, you need to go to this website: https://www.gov.uk/check-immigration-

status

It will prompt you to add the share code and DOB. The service should then show if they have the right 

to live in the UK, access services like the NHS, apply for benefits and apply for a bank account, loan or 

credit card in the UK.

https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status
https://www.gov.uk/check-immigration-status


Housing Regs

Here before 31st December 2020

• Those with settled status are fine and can be treated like UK 

Nationals

• Those with pre-settled status, same rules as current apply (prove 

right to reside such as worker status)

• Those who’ve not applied to EU settlement scheme, same rules as 

currently apply (prove right to reside) but must apply by 30 June 

2021 or at this point  they will be ineligible for social housing and 

homelessness assistance 

• Exception about being resident is frontier workers, who are 

economically active in the UK (and were before 31st December) but 

don’t reside here.



Housing Regs

Arriving after the 1st Jan 2021

• EEA or Swiss Nationals arriving to the UK after the 1st of January 

2021 will be treated like 3rd country nationals – so no freedom of 

movement rights, no right to work, no right to access education 

(children still can), no right to public funds

• Exception to the above is people arriving after the 1st January 2021 

who are family of EU nationals here before 31st December 2020 and 

who have a family permit



Benefit Regs

Arriving after the 1st Jan 2021

• EEA and Swiss Nationals arriving to the UK after the 1st of January 

2021 will be treated like 3rd county nationals – so no freedom of 

movement rights, no right to work, no right to access education 

(children still can), no right to public funds. So no entitlement to 

benefits such as UC/HB.

• Exception to the above is people arriving after the 1st January 2021 

who are family of EU nationals here before 31st December 2020 and 

who have a family permit. See here for more information 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/join-EU-EEA-

Swiss-family-member

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/join-EU-EEA-Swiss-family-member


Benefit Regs

Here before 31st December 2020

• those with settled status are fine and can treat like UK Nationals

• those with pre-settled status, same rules as currently apply (prove 

right to reside such as worker status)

• Those who’ve not applied to EU settlement scheme same rules as 

currently apply (prove right to reside) but must apply by 30 June 

2021or lose right to live, work, claim benefits in UK.

NB. Pre-Settled Status issue depending on Fratila. 


