St James’ Square Project update

December 2020

As contractors CR Reynolds finish on site for their Christmas break, we wanted to give up an update
on the progress as we end 2020 and the great news as we herald in 2021. We do this knowing the
challenging year we have all faced, and the difficult months that are still to come.
Despite this however, we have worked hard and with unity to ensure our St James’ project has kept
on track, and importantly on schedule. As project manager, I would personally like to thank
everyone involved for their co-operation and positivity.
Progress to date – we are almost there!
Two skilled contractors spent days upcycling the old blocks to create something special at the
Minster’s entrance:

The circular design outside the Minster entrance complements the labyrinth, which takes centrestage in the main square. The lighting columns are now in, and the Fishermen’s Statue will return
in early January (you can see the triangle base mid-left in the picture where it will sit)
You can see the areas for turfing and new tree planting, which will be carried out early in 2021.
As long as all goes well, the main hoardings will be taken down in mid-January, allowing access to
the whole square once more. Below, is a fantastic aerial view, showing the progress.

This is a far cry from a few months ago and we have pulled together to overcome any delays or
disruption due to lockdown and on-going restrictions to make great progress. Take a look at
the images below, which were taken as work continued into the summer months, with the
statue taken away for a spruce-up and the paving work starting.

Creative work: Other than the landscaping, there will be just a couple of areas of the square that
will need to be completed between January and an official celebration of its re-opening, which
we hope to organise for late spring. The wonderful artistic paving that will run on the pathways
from the Minster to St James’ Hotel is being created now. The sights and sounds of Grimsby’s
past, present and future are reflected in phrases, words, and children’s games that talented
artist Adrian Riley has designed to be etched into the Scoutmoor Yorkstone paving.

The ‘Murmuration’ art piece by Annabel McCourt is also progressing well. Hundreds of Grimsby
folk have posed for pictures, to be turned into copper figurines for the unique square display.
Even Radio Humberside’s South Bank journalist Lara King got involved! This will be in place in the
spring – a treat for us all.

We wish you a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year: Here’s to our new square in 2021!

