
 

  

 

 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in NE Lincs 
Parents/carers weekly NE Lincs SEND meeting with partners from education, health and social care. 
  

 
 

DATE  14/10/2020  

This week in NE Lincs 
 
In NE Lincs this week the Combined Primary and Secondary Attendance is 89.7% compared with 88.7% nationally.  

 
Also, this week Primary Heads in North East Lincolnshire’s educational settings have met 
with the Local Authority to catch up on latest developments. This included a presentation 
and question & answer session with our Associate Director of Public Health.  
 
NE Lincs Public Health have stressed the importance of remaining vigilant and ensuring 
that we all remember the ‘hands, face, space’ measures. 
 

If parents/carers have any questions about COVID-19 and their child’s education they can email school@nelincs.gov.uk 
and an education officer will directly respond to your communication.  Emails can be sent at any time and will be 
responded to between 9am and 5pm Mon-Fri.    
 
Remote learning and support for managing finances 

 
From 22 October, schools must provide immediate access to remote learning to any pupils who cannot 
attend school due to coronavirus (COVID-19). This includes where a class, group or a small number of 
pupils need to self-isolate, or local restrictions require pupils to remain at home.  
 

Heads and Principals in our local area are aware that some families are not able to provide electronic equipment for 
their children to access virtual learning should they be required to self-isolate. Some schools have been able to loan 
spare laptops to children and young people, however we understand there are still some children without access who 
do not meet the government criteria for an issued laptop/dongle.  The criteria is that a pupil must be either a care 
leaver or a child/young person aged 0 to 19 with a social worker.  
 
Parents/carers might like to be aware that there is a charity https://www.familyfund.org.uk/ that may be able to help 
families with electronic equipment for children who have SEND.   
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For children with an EHCP, devices are available to children who are clinically extremely vulnerable and shielding on 
either official (govt) or medical advice.  Devices are not provided pre-emptively – if the children are attending school 
in person, then they should continue to do so (in line with the new alert status guidance) unless they have a medical letter 
recommending otherwise. 
 
Devices are ordered by schools either the LA (for maintained schools) or Academy Trusts through an ordering service: 
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/start 

 
Below are further sources of information on finances, including benefits:  

 
Turn2Us - Advice on benefits and coronavirus, including a Benefit Check and Grants Search www.turn2us.org.uk 

 
Money Advice Service https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/coronavirus-if-you-have-children 
 
The Carer’s Support Centre may be able to help with filling out application and appeals forms in relation to benefits. 
 
Congratulations to Mr. Powles and Debra Gray who have been named in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. 
 
Debra, the principal of Grimsby Institute of Further and Higher Education, has been made an MBE 
for services to education. Debra has spent 25 years working with students in FE.  
 
 
 
 

Zane is the Assistant Principal at Western Primary School, Grimsby and 
leads the school’s Alternative Provision. During lockdown he helped prepare 
85 lunches every morning after fearing his students at Western Primary 
School would struggle to access food after schools were closed during the 
pandemic.  Zane walked 7.5 miles a day for 17 weeks – and totalled more 
than 600 miles over this period to ensure children had meals.  
 
Zane then spent his summer holidays cycling to all the major castles in the 
UK. He started and finished at Ross Castle in Cleethorpes on a gruelling 
1,300 mile sponsored bike ride to raise money for local charity FLAG and 
Meals and More charity which provides support for children during school 
holidays. 

 
A huge congratulations to both Debra and Zane.  
 
Launch of the NE Lincs EHCP Hub  

 
This week in NE Lincs we received our first Education, Health and Care Assessment Request 
(EHCAR) using the new EHCP Hub which went live last week.  This was a soft launch for new 
requests only at this stage, work is in progress for annual reviews to be added over the academic 
year.  The launch has largely gone quite smoothly and the first week seems to be going well.  
The EHCP Hub has made the processes and systems more efficient.    
 
6 workshops have been delivered to SENCO’s and Early Years Settings.   Further workshops 
have been arranged for Health and Social Care teams.   

 
If parents/carers or professionals have any questions about the EHCP Hub they can contact 

Rebecca.Taylor@nelincs.gov.uk  
 

 

https://www.nelincs.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-and-local-offer/
https://www.nelincs.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-and-local-offer/
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/start
http://www.turn2us.org.uk/
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/coronavirus-if-you-have-children
mailto:Rebecca.Taylor@nelincs.gov.uk


 

Website: 

 

Contact: 

 

Email: 

https://www.nelincs.gov.uk/children-

and-families/send-and-local-offer/  

07974 082474 

01472 323236 
SEN@nelincs.gov.uk 

 

Early Years Update 
 

At this week’s parent/carer meeting the local authorities Early Years Education Manager Rose Tanser 
joined us to answer questions that parents/carers had raised through SENDIASS.  
 
SENDIASS have received some enquiries from parents whose child is in early years and have been 
placed on a part-time timetable due to their SEND.   
 
Rose confirmed that due to COVID-19 there has been a transition fund set up for those schools who 

need support for children starting with them without an EHCP but who have identified needs.  The fund is to be spent by 
the school on how they feel it is best appropriate i.e. bringing in additional advice/support or to purchase additional 
resources.  This fund is currently available and is looked at on an individual basis.   
 
The Local Authority does not advocate part time timetables unless it is an exceptional circumstance, clear parameters 
around its use and there has been full consultation with parents, carers and any other professionals involved.  
 
If you have any questions about Early Years education in our local area, please do contact Rose.Tanser@nelincs.gov.uk  
 
Looking after each other 

 
Our young people and their families in NE Lincs have done an amazing job of returning to school and 
adapting to the new ways of living and learning.  We appreciate all that parents/carers do to 
support their children particularly when families have such a range of pressures upon them.  
 
Parents/carers and the local authority also recognise the challenges many of our teaching staff face 
and that we are all in the same ‘storm’.  We all recognise that schools and settings are under a lot of 

pressure and are trying their best to support learners, both students at school and those who are at home isolating. 
 
All schools are working in conjunction with the local authority, Department for Education and Public Health.  The Local 
Authority Schools Links Officers are in regular contact with their schools and are updated when new and suspected cases 
are reported and when ‘bubbles’ are sent home.  
 
Parents/carers showed concern for teachers wellbeing during this period of flux and we are able to share that Teaching 
Unions meet regularly with the local authority to check that educational settings have the support needed available for 
staff at this challenging time. 
 
NELPPF Update 

 

NELPPF is a collective voice for parents and carer’s in North East Lincolnshire, offering guidance 
and support for families of children and young people aged 0-25 years with SEND. Their General 
Advice Line is: 07583474892.   
 

In this week’s discussions, parents/carers have talked about the rising number of COVID-19 cases in schools and 
wondered if their child is sent home what support there is available from school.  
 
If a child is sent home from school, the school will still be responsible for making welfare calls to vulnerable families, 
signposting support where needs are identified and ensuring those entitled to Free School Meals receive these during 
term time.   
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SENDIASS Update 
 

SENDIASS (Special Educational Needs Disability Information Advice Support Service) provides free 
impartial information, advice and support to disabled children and young people aged 0-25, and 
those with SEN, through their parents and carers. Young people aged 16+ can have support in their 
own right. Our service is open Monday to Thursday 8.30am until 4.30pm and Friday 8am – 4pm. 
We are working remotely at the moment but we will answer your call within 3 days if you leave a 
message or you can email us on nelincs@barnardos.org.uk, or you can also follow us on Facebook. 
 

SENDIASS are holding some training sessions for parents/carers virtually.  Places need to be booked via Eventbrite 
and the sessions will be delivered via Zoom.    Please click the link below to the flyer for more details - 
SENDIASS Training Flyer. 
 
Alcohol and Mental Health  

 
Parents/carers are aware that at this anxious time some families have reported struggles with mental 
health and sought support for the overuse of alcohol.  
 
If you know anyone who may welcome advice this link may be useful.  Coronavirus: top tips on alcohol and 

mental health nskcj 
 

In addition, the link below will take you to the ‘We are with you’ website for local support, either in person, by phone 
or by using the online chat function -  We are with you website.  They also have a Facebook page which has lots of 
information. 
 
Health Update 
 

On 12th October 2020, the Chief Public Health Nurse and Ruth May, Chief Nursing Officer for 
England to Directors of Nursing, published a joint letter about winter planning to support children 
and families. 
 
The letter states that professionals – health visitors, school nurses, designated safeguarding officers 
and nurses supporting children with SEND should not be redeployed to other services and should 
be supported to provide services through in pregnancy, early years (0-19) and to the most 
vulnerable families.  They highlight that sustaining support for families’ needs to be a priority if 

short and long term harms are to be prevented, identified and mitigated.  You can access the letter by following this 
link:   
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachemnt/VB_RM_winter_planning_letter.pdf  
 
We are currently awaiting new guidance for those that were previous shielding.  This will be shared with parents/carers 
when this is made available. 
 
Emails with any health queries can be sent to designatedclinicalofficer@nelincs.gov.uk. 
 
Exams update 

 
On 12th October 2020 the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, announced that the 
summer exam series will be delayed by 3 weeks giving students more time to prepare for their 
exams.  Exams will begin on 7th June and end on 2nd July for almost all A and AS levels and GCSE’s. 
Results days will now be held in the same week on 24th August for A and AS levels and 27th August 
for GCSE students. 
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We understand that many parents and young people with SEND worry very much about their education and such 
changes.  Schools are receiving support from officers who work for the Local Authority and Health as part of the 
Wellbeing for Return to Education Project. 
 
If you have any questions about exams, assessments, or access arangements please contact 
Libby.Wragg@nelincs.gov.uk  
 
Face coverings - Useful Resources 
 
Parents/carers and young people have all told us how challenging wearing a mask can be for some. In this issue we 
have shared some resources which you may find helpful.  
 

• This resource provides a visual guide for individuals with autism about wearing a mask to avoid spreading 

germs.  It includes why it is important to wear a mask, as well as information about how to safely wear and 

remove masks.    Wearing a Mask—Social Story  

 

• You will find pupils’ experiences of the lockdown period will have been varied. For some, it will mostly have 

been a safe and enjoyable time.  For others, it will have been challenging or traumatic. Schools and teachers 

are used to supporting their pupils through challenges that they face in life – the current situation will amplify 

those situations many times over. Below is a web-link to a short guide on some practical advice, activities and 

support that could be trialled.  Returning to school after the coronavirus lockdown  

 

• Here are 2 links to resources for children who have visual and/or hearing impairments.   

Advice for Promoting Good Communication    Advice for people struggling to hear 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
Future Meetings / Newsletters  
 
Jennifer Steel – Inclusion Lead will be attending next week’s meeting to share information regarding Elective Home 
Education.  
 
These Weekly SEND parent/carer newsletters are shared with teams within education, health and social care as well as 
parents/carers, SENCOs, the DfE and local charities.  
 
If you would like to be added to the weekly emailing list, please contact siobhan.hardy@nelincs.gov.uk  
 
If anyone would like to be involved in the weekly meetings, you are most welcome and can contact 
clare.linfitt@nelincs.gov.uk for more information.  
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